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Got
Student
Loans???

Records and
Registration
changes hours
Buffalo, NY—The memo in our email inboxes from Associate Dean Karen Cowart
said it all. It was a Thanksgiving treat for all
law students courtesy of Dean Olsen, Dean
Cowart and the Student Bar Association.
After continued complaints from law
students both young and old, Records and
Registration will only close from 1-2pm, instead of the previous hours of midday closure
(12-2pm).
The 2 hour midday closing has been
explained in the past as a chance for the Records and Registration staff to catch up on
student paperwork which cannot be completed
with students constantly streaming to the R &
R window. Some of these tasks include filling transcript requests, inserting grades to student records and preparing for class registrations among many others.
However this semester, the Student
Bar Association suggested that this work be
completed at another time of day which could
be more convenient in student schedules. The
SBA felt that too many students are forced to
wait an extra 2 hours on campus just to address their business.
When brought to the attention of Dean
Olsen, he agreed to intervene and was quick
to act. With the hard work of Dean Olsen and
Associate Dean Cowart students have an extra
hour in the afternoon to do their Records and
Registration registration.
New Times for Records and Registration
9:00am—1:00pm
2:00pm—4:00pm

(81
- -.- -

Closed no more thanks to the efforts of Dean
Olsen, Associate Dean Cowart and the SBA.

This Month in the Opinion…
Harvard comes to campus
More Library tales
Horoscopes
BPILP Jazz Night
Lots more articles & Opinions….

By Mari McClure ‘06
Buffalo, NY—Many law students who
finance their legal education with federal student loans find it commonplace
to open the mailbox (or the inbox) and
find loan consolidation solicitations.
The thought of student loan payments
and the complexities of consolidation
can be very daunting, leaving many
students mystified and perhaps vulnerable to the soliciting consolidators.
Although it may feel that graduation
day is never going to arrive
(particularly during exams), the highly
anticipated day is right around the corner and the monster of educational debt
will soon rear its ugly head. But take
heart! There are people, fellow students in fact, who are in the business of
helping students understand personalized strategies to manage the monster
successfully. The company is called
Graduate Leverage (GL) and the Student Bar Association recently sponsored a lecture where one of GL’s founders and current Harvard University
student, Andrew Solomon, spoke to
attendees about how GL can help. Mr.
Solomon offered an informative presentation which included student loan con-

Andrew Solomon of Graduate Leverage speaks with John Rudy ‘05

solidation suggestions and an overview of the consolidation process.
GL is a student loan consolidation and debt management
company founded by postgraduates from top colleges and
universities. The company developed as a result of a field study at
Harvard Business School where
future GL founders analyzed the
student loan industry and the issues
facing students regarding loan consolidation. Today, by working
with financial aid offices and student body organizations, GL operates to give a fair and impartial
message on debt management.
During the lecture, Mr.
Solomon offered many pointers to

assist students interested in consolidation. For example, there are
two government sponsored consolidation programs, the Direct
Program and the FFELP Program.
Both allow for simplification of the
billing progress through one bill,
lower monthly payments, and the
opportunity to lock in a low interest rate for the life of the loans.
The programs offer different incentives (timely payments for example) and benefits. Additionally,
Mr. Solomon discussed the timing
of consolidation and likely changes
in interest rates. The rates reset on
July 1st and the announcement of
the new rate will affect the timing
of consolidation. Cont. on p. 6

SBA Looks to Website to Help
Students Pick Professors & Courses
Buffalo, NY—Deciding what
classes to sign up for during registration can be a difficult task if students are unsure about a professor or
what his or her class may be like.
Hopefully not anymore. The Student Bar Association's efforts have
brought students one step closer to
providing teacher evaluations
through the use of a Web site not
affiliated with the SBA or the Law
School.
The SBA recently started
discussions with Pick-A-Prof to
provide a forum where students can
evaluate their professors and set up
mock schedules based upon the
classes they are looking to take and
the evaluations given by others students.
Soon students can log onto
the Pick-A-Prof Web site,
www.pickaprof.com, and set up a
mock class schedule with the classes
available for the coming semester.
However, at first there will be no
teacher comments or grade histories
posted for each professor.
Started in April 2000 by
Chris Chilek and John Cunningham,
the site was established because
they saw a great need for students to
know more about professors and
classes on campuses throughout the
country, Chilek said.
“Students will usually ask
their friends the professors they've
had and whether they were good or
not,” Chilek said. “Basically, we
took that idea and expanded it to the

1

point where you could find out information about a professor before
you registered for their course.”
One service provided on the site is a
student review option where students can write evaluations about a
professor or read comments from
others. The site does not allow profanity or personal attacks on professors, and reviews are ranked according to how useful they are, Cunningham said.
“A review is not just
checked over by a computer software that is looking for bad words,”
Cunningham said. “It is actually
read by a human here in our office.”
Reviews that focus more on courses
are more likely to be posted, Chilek
said.
“We like to post whatever
information will be useful to a student considering taking the course,
including exam type, homework
load and attendance policy,” Chilek
said. “General information that actually has some benefit rather than
‘good professor’ or ‘bad professor.’”
Students can also see average grades
for a certain class listed -- including
the number of people who have
dropped the course -- by professor,
course number or department.
Some faculty and staff
members on various campuses have
been skeptical of the site as a reputable source because they are not
aware of what the site provides, said
Karen Bragg, director of university
relations for the site.

“Some professors don't like
the fact that students can come on
our site and complain about them,
but I explain to them that we don't
accept profanity or personal attacks
and 75 percent of the reviews praise
the professors.”
Mike Mann, SBA president, said the SBA is working to
post this semester’s schedule on the
site so students can comment on
their professors after final exams.
Mann said Pick-A-Prof
will not replace the teacher evaluations now in use, but will give the
students an outlet where their comments can be viewed by other students. “My greatest concern is that
students will not abuse the service
and that any negative feedback
about professors would not hurt the
[Law School’s] reputation and recruitment. Right now we are looking for just a test run and if needed
work with the faculty to address
their concerns.”
A resolution will be proposed during the final SBA meeting
of the semester to encourage the
SBA to implement the Pick-A-Prof
system.
Other news from the SBA include:
• A successful Thanksgiving
Food Drive, cosponsored by BarBri
to benefit the Western NY Food
Pantry, thanks all who participated!
• Textbook exchange on
www.ubsba.com
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Rehnquist’s Legacy Shaped by Efforts to
Limit Federal Powers, and His Dissent in
Roe v. Wade, Says Supreme Court Expert
Bush Likely to name new
chief justice from outside
of current court
Buffalo, NY—If Supreme Court Justice William Rehnquist soon retires
from the bench because of thyroid cancer -- as many speculate he will -- he
will leave behind a legacy as "a strong
chief justice, generally well-liked by
his brethren," according to a Supreme
Court expert at the Law School.
"Rehnquist will be remembered for leading the court in the
movement to curtail national government powers. That was something that
he initiated and was the principal moving force behind," says Professor Lee
Albert.
"He thought it was time for
Congress to be reminded that there are
states, and there are some things that
states can do as well as, or better than,
the federal government."
Rehnquist also will be remembered for his dissent in Roe v. Wade.
"Of course, he is identified as
being staunchly against Roe v. Wade
and its progeny," Albert says. "He was
one of the two dissenters, and a strong
dissent it was. He has been consistent
on abortion since then.
"His opinions in many areas
reflect a narrow view of constitutional
rights," Albert adds.

Though consistently conservative in
his opinions, Rehnquist has been "not a
man of total predictability," Albert
says. "He surprised many when he
wrote the majority opinion (in 2000) to
maintain the Miranda warnings though
he originally opposed Miranda (in
1966). This showed his interest in stability; it showed that he's not just a results-oriented kind of justice."
Albert expects President Bush
will look outside the current court for a
chief justice to replace Rehnquist.
"This will be a special appointment for Bush because he will not just
be appointing a justice, he will be appointing a chief justice," Albert says.
"One current justice might
qualify as chief justice -- Justice Antonin Scalia -- but that would be far too
controversial and I don't think Bush
wants to pick that fight."
Albert and most court observers speculate that at least one other justice will
step down during Bush's second term,
and that Bush will appoint a conservative justice in the tradition of Clarence
Thomas and Scalia.
"Bush's choices for lower courts have
been controversial by virtue of the appointees having pronounced conservative views on the hot issues of the day.
There's no reason that would change
when it comes to high court appointments," Albert says.

So what is the story
with the Class of 2007?
The students range in age from
20 to 50, with 53 percent men and
Buffalo, NY—The 247 students who 47 percent women. Fourteen percent
are from out of state, Wiley-Upshaw
make up UB Law School's Class of
2007 are diverse in age, geography, says, and 9 percent are from other
origins and life experience, but they countries, including Korea, China,
share a crucial ingredient for success Canada and Spain.
Coming to law school out of sciin law school: smarts.
entific
backgrounds seems to be
Nearly one in 10 already holds
more common. Twenty-seven Class
an advanced degree. Their median
of 2007 students were science magrade point average of 3.44, and
jors in undergraduate or graduate
their median LSAT score of 155,
demonstrate the high academic qual- school, representing such disciplines
ity of this newest group of UB Law's as biology, chemistry, electrical engineering, and aerospace and aerofuture alumni.
"Our tradition of admitting smart, nautical engineering.
hard-working, diverse and interesting students continues," says Lillie
V. Wiley-Upshaw, associate dean
and director of admissions and financial aid. "There are nontraditional students, defined as anyone not directly out of undergraduate
school; parents; people from out of
state and throughout the state of
New York; students who lived in the
inner city and some who grew up in
rural settings. We have war veterans,
and others opposed to military service; first-generation students, and
others whose mothers and fathers are
attorneys."
Featured in the UB Law Links

Watching & Being Watched: UB Art Exhibitions
and Law School Workshop Confront Issues of
Privacy & Censorship in the Age of the Patriot Act
Buffalo, NY—Concerns about privacy, surveillance and censorship are
not new to the world stage. With the
passage of the USA Patriot Act, however, members of the art and legal
communities have begun to raise new
questions about the chilling effect of
government policy on artistic expression.
The University at Buffalo
Art Gallery and UB Law School collaborated in a unique way to discuss
the impact of government policies on
cultural production and personal privacy, and the art community's response to censorship.
Two exhibitions in the UB
Art Gallery in the Center for the Arts
-- "Arnold Mesches: The FBI Files,"
and the group exhibit "Shutters" -provide a compelling backdrop for a
workshop, "Government Policy, Cultural Production, Personal Privacy,"
held September 10, in the UB Center
for the Arts, hosted by UB's Baldy
Center for Law & Social Policy.
"A consummate painter who
juxtaposes images from history,
memory and the contemporary media, Arnold Mesches always has challenged viewers to consider the
world's inconsistencies in the past
and present," said UB Art Gallery
director Sandra Olsen. "Since this
series was prompted by personal experience that required the artist's own
legal action, it seemed natural and
appropriate to examine and discuss
these and related issues with our colleagues at the UB Law School."
Added Dean Olsen: "The
UB Law School is proud to cosponsor with the UB Art Galleries a conference that will address the impact
of governmental surveillance on cultural production and personal privacy, the availability of the Freedom
of Information Act to provide the
artist with a record of the surveillance
and the response of the artist to censorship.
"While government surveillance of the arts has a long history in
the United States, recent developments in technology and the heightened concern over terrorism have
raised these issues in new and compelling settings."

Happy Holidays
Happy Holidays
Happy Holidays
Happy Holidays

L to R: Lisa Gibertoni, Kelly Connors, Burim Namani & Amanda Bowman
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For artist Arnold Mesches,
the issue of government surveillance
is central to his work. Through the
1966 Freedom of Information Act,
he obtained a copy of his 700-page
FBI file, which contains information
collected by informants during the
McCarthy era. Suspected of Communist activity, Mesches was investigated with the help of students,
fellow artists, even a lover. Mixed
media works containing copies of
part of his FBI file were on view in
the UB Art Gallery through Sept.
13.
In "Shutters," an exhibition
opening in UB Art Gallery ran
through Nov. 23, artists like Niels
Bonde from Copenhagen address
the concept of contemporary surveillance in their art often by simultaneously placing the viewer in the
role of watching while being
watched. "The rules of the game are
always more complicated than we
think," explained Bonde.
"'Shutters' investigates how
people inhabit a variety of domestic
interiors by focusing on the act of
watching," added UB Art Galley
curator Sandra Firmin. "Both internal and external surveillance are
certainly central to the exhibition,
but voyeurism, the uncanny presence of something lurking and the
pleasure derived from being seen
also are integral to contemporary
states of dwelling."
During the UB workshop,
artists and experts in law and advocacy looked back on the events of
Mesches' time and responded to the
impact of current government policies on cultural production and personal privacy as illustrated by the
artists in "Shutters."
The workshop's first panel,
moderated by Firmin, provided a
historical discussion of the
McCarthy era and ramifications of
the Freedom of Information Act on
the visual arts.
In the second panel, UB
Law Professor George Kannar moderated a discussion on contemporary
threats to freedom of expression,
focusing on the implications of the
Patriot Act, censorship and trends in

Amherst No Longer
Safest Town in U.S.
Amherst, NY – Watch your back everyone while walking to your cars.
No longer can we proudly claim that Amherst is the “Safest City in
America.” After a four-year reign, the Town was voted out of the top
spot, falling to the third place in the rankings of the nation’s safest cities— behind Newton, MA, and Brick Township, NJ.
Each year the Morgan Quitno Corp. publishes the official “City Crime
Rankings” book, which is based on the FBI's uniform crime statistics
report for the year. The report compares 350 municipalities with populations above 75,000.
Though the rationale for the rankings – similar to US News’ rationale for
ranking the Law School is unknown, we will likely have an idea once the
book is published. The Buffalo News reports that there is a 20% increase in violent crime right here in Amherst, including a 2003 homicide
in Williamsville which threw us off track.
The Opinion Newspaper disputes this increase in violent crime since the
only homicide occurred in March 2003, when a man allegedly stabbed
his mother 77 times inside their home because he thought she had “an
evil eye.” Leave it to an incident such as this to dethrone Amherst as the
safest city.
In case you are looking to move after graduation, after Amherst, the next
seven safest cities include Mission Viejo, CA; Clarkstown, NY; Lake
Forest, CA; Thousand Oaks, CA; Colonie Cary, NC; and Dover Township, NJ.
Places we advise you to move to: Camden, NJ must be proud to be
ranked as the country's most dangerous city followed by Detroit (just ask
Ron Artest); Atlanta; St. Louis; Gary, Indiana.; Washington, DC; Hartford; New Orleans; Richmond; and Birmingham, AL.
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Pensions, Politics, and the
“Public Interest”
Professor Jim Wooten Probes the History of ERISA
Buffalo, NY—In a time of increasing cynicism
about the workings of government and the role of
special-interest lobbies, Professor James A.
Wooten's new book of legal history is refreshing: It
tells the story of a major piece of legislation that
benefited millions of workers and came about because public servants wanted to do what was right.
The book, due out in January, is The Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974: A
Political History. ERISA, as the complex law is
known, was the federal government's first major
foray into regulating private pension programs.
Through such measures as fiduciary standards of
conduct, minimum vesting and funding standards,
and a government-run insurance program, ERISA
sought to ensure that no employer would ever leave
its retired workers impoverished by defaulting on
its pension promises.
Contrary to other political historians' assertions that special interests called the shots as
ERISA took shape, Wooten shows that the legislation was the product of committed and reformminded politicians, most prominently Sen. Jacob K.
Javits, R-N.Y.
"Before 1974, there was only minimal
regulation of pension plans," says Wooten, whose
book is being published by the University of California Press in conjunction with the Milbank Memorial Fund and the Employee Benefit Research
Institute. "The questions I started with were, who
wanted ERISA to pass, and why did it pass?"
To answer these questions, he did a decade's worth of research in primary sources. The list
of archives he mined for information is long: the
presidential papers of John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B.
Johnson, Richard M. Nixon and Gerald R. Ford
(who signed ERISA into law); archives of the fed-

Marie Nesbitt
Promise Prize
Awarded to 2L
Valencia
Buffalo, NY—Vikki L. Pryor, president and
CEO of SBLI USA Mutual Life Insurance Company, Inc., awarded the third annual Marie
Nesbitt Promise Prize to Sara L. Valencia, a 2L.
The award was presented by Josephine S.
Nobel, the 2003 Marie Nesbitt Promise Prize
recipient, at the 22nd Annual Scholarship Dinner
of The Minority Bar Association of Western
New York on October 1, 2004 at the Buffalo
Convention Center.
The $5,000 "Promise Prize" award is bestowed annually on a student of African descent
who has shown academic achievement and professional promise during the first year of law
school at the University at Buffalo, Ms. Pryor's
alma mater.
Ms. Pryor created the award in 2002 in memory of her grandmother, Marie Nesbitt, who was
a great granddaughter of slaves and whose formal education stopped at the third grade. Having
lived through the Great Depression, World War
II, as well as the Jim Crow and Civil Rights eras,
Ms. Nesbitt was a woman of strong opinions and
deeply held principles who was an inspiration to
everyone with whom she came in contact.
"Despite the very real difficulties that my
grandmother endured, she was an inspiration for
me and for every person she touched. Marie
Nesbitt taught me to reach for the stars by doing
my best, to stand up for what I believed in, and
to never give up," said Ms. Pryor. "For the third
consecutive year, my grandmother's legacy of
giving will be passed on through the Marie
Nesbitt Promise Prize. Over time, the award will
create a network of young people dedicated to
achieving their human potential and hopefully
giving back to our communities."
A native of Brooklyn, New York, Sara Va-

eral Departments of Labor, Treasury and
Commerce, the Office of Management and
Budget, and the steelworkers, garment
workers, and autoworkers unions; individual
legislators' papers, including those of Javits
and Sens. Harrison Williams and Mike
Mansfield and Congressman Wilbur Mills;
and the South Bend, Ind., archives of the
Studebaker Corp., the 1963 collapse of
whose retirement plan was a seminal event
in framing the debate over pension reform.
Wooten also interviewed key legislative figures from the 1970s, including members of Congress,
congressional staffers, and staffers from the Departments of Labor and Treasury. "Pension people really
love pension plans," Wooten says. "They wanted to
talk about the story and why they did what they did.
With their help I was able to construct a broader,
more comprehensive picture than any of them could
have done individually."
The history, he says, involved "both policy
and politics." And the competing interests were not
uniform, as evidenced by a deep split in the labor
movement over the issue of pension security. The
industrial unions such as the autoworkers and steelworkers, he says, strongly favored ERISA, because
their pension plans were managed by employers. But
in craft unions, for example, in the building and construction trades, sentiment was firmly against the legislation, because workers in these industries participated in multi-employer plans in which union officials played the predominant role in plan administration. The business community, says Wooten, opposed
the new government regulation across the board.
"ERISA is a law that passed because reformers who thought workers were at risk wanted to make
those workers safer," Wooten says simply. ERISA is

lencia has demonstrated exceptionally high levels of academic and professional achievement.
Her passion for law developed during her undergraduate years while studying sociology,
women's studies and history at the State University of New York at Albany, where she graduated
Summa Cum Laude and was elected to Phi Beta
Kappa. It was Ms. Valencia's vision of law as a
vehicle for social change that inspired her to
pursue a legal career and a series of positions
that have enabled her to make valuable contributions in public service.
"Being selected as this year's recipient of
the Marie Nesbitt Promise Award is both a tremendous honor and an inspiration, said Ms. Valencia. "Marie Nesbitt's legacy inspires me to set
higher professional and personal standards for
myself."
At the University at Buffalo, Ms. Valencia
ranks in the top 15 percent of her law school
class and is the recipient of the Arthur. A Schomburg Fellowship. She is the policy editor for the
Buffalo Women's Law Journal and also works as
a law clerk for a Buffalo law firm. She will receive her Juris Doctor in 2006.
Ms. Pryor is an alumna of the State University of New York at Buffalo as well as its law
school and was one of the early members of the
BLSA (Black Law Students Association) at the
law school. She serves on the Dean's Advisory
Council at the law school, and was honored with
its 2002 Distinguished Alumna Award for exemplary performance in business. In 2001, Ms.
Pryor received her own "day of proclamation"
from the Common Council of the city of Buffalo
and the Western New York Minority Bar Association. — Originally printed in UB Law Links,
Oct. 2004.

also interesting and unusual because Congress, rather than
the executive branch, played the major role in publicizing
pension issues and drafting reform legislation. Another notable point is that ERISA was developed during the 93rd Congress, which was in session in the dark days of the Watergate
scandal.
Wooten, who left the practice of law to work on his
doctoral dissertation at Yale University, notes that "ERISA is
a law that affects many areas of legal practice. The most
obvious examples are fields like labor and employment law
and tax," says Wooten. "But ERISA also has important effects in fields like health-care law, domestic relations, property, and estates and trusts. It is extremely broad in its
sweep."
After his book's long and difficult birth, Wooten
says he is satisfied that he has done justice to the complex
interplay of reform-minded politics and self-serving interests
that surrounded the ERISA debate. "The political history of
ERISA is not a simple story of good triumphing over evil,"
he says, "but it is not a story of evil triumphing over good,
either, which is the one we usually get. From a political perspective as well as a policy perspective, ERISA was a very
complicated legal reform.” — Originally written for UB
Law Links, Oct. ‘04.
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Students Wanted for Leadership
Positions with the
ABA Law Student Division
Nat’l Chair, Vice Chair & Secretary Treasurer
Application Postmarked by Feb. 1

2d Circuit Governor (New York)
Application Postmarked by Feb. 1

Liaisons to ABA Specialty Sections
Application Postmarked by March 15

National Student Directors:

VITA, Client Counseling Competition,
Negotiation Competition, and
National Appellate Advocacy Competition
Application Postmarked by March 15

Student Lawyer Student Editor
Application Postmarked by Feb. 1

Attention 1Ls and 2Ls, applications and
additional descriptions can be found at
www.abanet.org/lsd/elections, or email
Mike Mann at mdmann@buffalo.edu

Congratulations
to the Class of 2004
on their 80%+ Bar Passage !!!
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Both political parties must move past November Election…
By Pat McNelis, ‘07

T

he election is over. It’s
time to move on.
While the political implications of the 2004
will be played out in the coming
years, the time to attack and assault the candidates has passed.
George W. Bush has been reelected. Regardless of who you
voted for, that fact remains and
cannot be contradicted. I’ve
voted in two presidential campaigns, but it still would appear to
me that 2004 was probably one
of the most partisan and divisive
campaigns in quite some time.
The country was, for most intents
and purposes, divided up into red
and blue, and anyone unwilling to
join either side was, as one recent
Spectrum editorial claimed, an
indecisive coward. Thus, everyone has been demonized by
someone.
The resolution of the election did very little to quell the
heightened emotions of both
“sides.” So much so, that both
candidates urged their respective
constituents to begin to bridge the
partisan divide. It’s a daunting
task considering the harsh, often
personal, attacks at the opposition
throughout the months leading up

to, and following, Election Day.
One British paper ran a headline
asking how nearly sixty million
Americans could be so “dumb.”
Groups refused to accept Kerry’s
concession, and of course came
the threats to move to Canada.
This refusal to address Bush’s reelection, and the reasons for it, is

probably the biggest problem. It
seems as though Bush supporters
are comfortable claiming a supposed mandate and gain of political capital, while Kerry supporters seek to diminish Bush voters
to point of blatant, irresponsible
idiocy.

Both sides accuse the
other of elitism and self righteousness, as well as ignorance
and foolishness. And then wonder why such a partisan schism
exists. This is precisely what
needs to change in order to bridge
the partisan divide as opposed to
simply move onward. If we are
to move forward we need
to do it together. The
American
Civil Liberties
Union, in regards to their
stance on the
First Amendment, encourage as many
voices as possible to speak
up and be
heard. This is
an important
step to take. Instead of closing
off one’s ears to voices of dissent,
it is rather important to hear them
out in order to engage each other
over the points of conflict. We
need genuine debate as opposed
to closed ears and party lines.
Narrow, polarized viewpoints

will only lead to further divisiveness. Open, genuine, and thoughtful discussion of the numerous
issues facing us as we tries to
move on can only foster good results. Demonizing the opposition
and refusing to give a contrary
opinion its due credence can only
result in a frustrating stalemate.
Adhering to partisanship
and unquestioningly considering
anyone who disagrees to be a villain will only heighten the divide.
British journalist John Humphreys
said recently that “we should expect—and demand—that when
people are setting our policies or
trying to persuade us of something
they engage in proper debate and
don’t simply give us a set of unchallenging propositions.” Following this idea, everyone can
come to the political table with
their distinct voice, after all there
are more than just schools of political thought. The country isn’t
divided up into Democrats and
Republicans. Opening up to not
only what the other sides think,
but also why, and for what reasons, the governmental machine
can act on our behalf, not just
theirs.— Pat can be reached at
crashingwave@yahoo.com

The Conservative Corner’s Fiction
By Justin Whittaker ‘06

I

got a copy of volume 1, issue 1 of a new
student periodical in my mailbox a couple of
weeks ago. It is entitled Conservative Corner [hereinafter “CC”]. Evidently, the pervasively neo conservative thought and policy
throughout the country since House Republicans
promised to restore “integrity and decency” to
American politics in 1994, inspired UB Law Conservatives to speak out against the liberal bias that
keeps them down. My hopes for a well thought
out and serious presentation of an alternative view
point were quickly dashed upon the rocks of the
Sea of Inanity. What I got instead, right from the
giddy up was the same tired rhetoric espoused by
Fox News, and next to no authority to back up the
CC’s overly symbolic chest-beating and rampant
hyperbole. I wish to address my disappointment

Editor’s Note and
Retraction
In the Opinion’s November issue the editorial board made “unauthorized” changes
to an article written by Ann X. Zhu, ’07
and sincerely apologize.
The article, featured on p. 2, was about the
visit of Michael McCann to the Law
School in which he promoted his new
book “DisTorting the Law.”
Please contact the Opinion office if you
would like a copy of the original authorsubmitted version of the article. The
Opinion sincerely apologizes and has
taken the preventative steps of no longer
editing the articles placed in its paper...just
kidding...sort of...We do apologize.

in the following run down of the CC’s top
three most patently misleading, erroneous,
and uninformed talking points. In no particular order:
1. In the piece entitled “Welcome
from the Editor,” it states that the
“[Republican Party] stands for limited government, as opposed to the government involved in every aspect of your life.” CC,
vol. 1, 1 at 1. In addition, it asserts that “we
are one America, fighting to keep our nation
safe from terrorism, ensuring freedom and
liberty for each individual . . . .” Id.
These assessments of the conservative mission statement would indicate that
the Republican Party is a party which recognizes individual liberties for all members of
society, and that the federal government
doesn’t belong in the daily life of “person
[s].” However, it is difficult to reconcile this
piece of cognitive dissonance with actual
facts. Consider the following positions explicitly memorialized in The 2004 Republican Party Platform [hereinafter “RNC Platform”]: “We oppose school-based clinics
that provide referrals, counseling, and related
services for contraception and abortion.”
RNC Platform at 81.
“We strongly support President
Bush’s call for a Constitutional amendment
that fully protects marriage . . . . We further
believe that legal recognition and the accompanying benefits afforded couples should be
preserved for that legal, unique, and special
union of one man and one woman which has
historically been called marriage.” RNC
Platform at 83.
“We support a human life amendment to the Constitution and we endorse
legislation to make it clear that the Fourteenth Amendment’s protection apply to
unborn children. Our purpose is to have
legislative and judicial protection of that
right against those who perform abortions.”

4

RNC Platform at 85.
From the Republican Party’s own
official statement of its political and social
positions it is quite evident that it does not,
in fact, support the liberties of all persons.
The Party in not especially concerned with
the invasion of the federal government into
the bed rooms and private relationships of
consenting same sex adults who may wish to
enjoy the same legal rights as a consenting
man and woman. Why? Because they don’t
like homosexuals. Furthermore, the Party
feels quite comfortable with bureaucratic and
constitutional regulation of the private medical decisions which logically should be between a woman and her doctor.
Consider further the findings of
The Independent Institute, a non partisan
public policy monitoring organization and its
assessment of the U.S.A. Patriot Act: “One
particularly Orwellian provision [of the Patriot Act] involves the notorious ‘sneak and
peek’ warrant. Not to be confused with the
Fourth Amendment’s protection against
unreasonable search and seizures, this new
and improved warrant permits agents to
search homes and confiscate property under
a low evidentiary standard, without first
notifying the owner . . . .www.independen
t.org/newsroom/article.asp?id=1184.
Again, it is difficult to reconcile
their assertions, where the intent and effect
of the Patriot Act clearly contradict his
promise of “ensuring freedom and liberty
for each individual,” while not “getting involved in every aspect of your life.” CC,
vol. 1, 1 at 1.
2. The paper states that “The
President’s No Child Left Behind Act Increases Education Standards.” Id. Again, it
is unclear form what authority they derived
this statement. Barbara E. Kerr, president
The California Teacher’s Association, a
body of over 335,000 members stated in

October of this year that “President Bush has
shortchanged his own No Child Left Behind
law by a total of $24 billion over three years
– leaving behind more than 752,000 California disadvantaged students, and denying
resources to more than 1 million English
language learners in the state. NCLB focuses on the wrong priorities for our schools.
It wastes billions of federal dollars on paperwork, bureaucracy and more standardized
testing, funding that could be used to give
kids what they really need – smaller class
sizes, current textbooks and materials, and
quality teachers." http://www.cta.org/
News/2004/20041014_1.htm.
Reg Weaver, President of the National Education Association had this to say
about NCLB in July of this year that “as a
recent government memo also made clear,
the Administration proposes to cut all federal
education funding by $1.5 billion next year
and to freeze it at that level for the next three
years. Thus, America’s public school children face a triple whammy. Half of all
school districts will have to do more with
less money for disadvantaged students in
2004.
Important programs to advance the
goals of the No Child Left Behind law are
under funded or scheduled for elimination
next year. Further, deeper cuts are proposed
for fiscal 2006. This is clearly moving us in
the wrong direction.” http://www.nea.org/
newsreleases/2004/nr040714.html. It seems
that those who are actually involved in education a have a different opinion than they
are regarding NCLB..

This is the real direction of the
Republican Party: bigotry, extremism,
fear, jingoism, subversion of human
rights, and a continued dismantling of
international law.—Justin can be
reached at psych_rock@yahoo.com
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World of Opportunity:
New Exchange Programs Extend UB Law’s Global Presence
Buffalo, NY—Spin a globe, stop it with
your finger, and chances are you will be
near a spot where UB Law School is
extending its worldwide reach through
student and faculty exchange programs.
With a new general master of laws program aimed at international students and
an increasing number of opportunities
for students and professors to deepen
their legal education abroad, UB Law is
rapidly solidifying its presence on the
world stage.
"As globalization has proceeded, in
some ways there is no such thing as
purely domestic law anymore," says
Professor David M. Engel, director of
international programs. "Almost any
field of law is affected by global contacts, diversity of cultural involvement
and so on.
"The advantages of these programs
for American students are extraordinary.
In the classroom, when you are teaching
torts or property, or any of the traditional American law subjects, to have
someone from another legal system say
there are other ways to think about these
subjects is tremendously valuable. It
gives our students a broader perspective
on how our legal system works, what
choices we have made and what alternatives are available.
"It is also a great opportunity for the
international students, because their
legal systems also are becoming globalized. American-trained lawyers from
other countries become the kind of cultural bridge, the go-between; they are
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people who can speak two languages, so
to speak."
UB Law's longest-standing student
exchange agreement is with the School

School of Law provides for "scholarly
exchange and collaboration" and will
enable up to four students each academic year to study abroad.

of Law of Esade Universitat Ramon
Llull, in Barcelona, Spain. Established
in 1998, it allows for as many as four
U.S. students and four from Spain to
spend a semester across the ocean.
"Students who have gone there come
back with glowing reports," Engel says.
Professor Markus Dubber, through
professional contacts in his specialty of
criminal law, is working on two exchanges that will involve both students
and faculty. A just-signed agreement
with Scotland's University of Glasgow

"I was invited to several conferences in Scotland, including two in
Glasgow, where people were interested
in exchange programs and collaborating
with us," Dubber says.
A similar agreement is now before
the faculty of the University of Frankfort School of Law in Germany, and
Dubber says they hope this fall to finalize details for the exchange of students
and faculty. "There is a basic commitment to collaborate on projects and programs and conferences, but no similar

Simply Enjoy
school and your
job will come…
By Erica Rocco ‘07
I have this little friend, Jo. She’s three.
She likes to eat dinner with her sunglasses
on because it helps her see her food better.
She also likes to creep up behind me when
we’re watching TV and tie my hair up in
crazy braided knots. I call her Jo Jo Beans.
She thinks I’m hilarious. If you were to
hear her laugh you would swear she was
having a conversation with Jerry Seinfeld.
Little kids do great things for your ego.
The other day she asked me if I’m in the
same grade as her six year old sister, Mia.
I told her yes because her chronology is
still isn’t up to par (she gets confused after
she gets to the number ten) and because
law school isn’t really all that different
from first grade. Your backpack is bigger
than you are, you get a cubby hole that’s
always full of lots of colorful junk, and no
one cares if you decide to take a nap in the
middle of the day. So what kind of wisdom does a three year old (the same three
year old who asks you if it’s ok if she
sleeps in the bathtub) have to impart upon
an old and wise law student such as yourself? Listen up, I’ll tell you . . .
Ever since I was about thirteen
I’ve had this recurring dream that I’m the
manager at Burger King. Maybe I’m reading too much into it and all it means is that
I look good in a visor, but it always wakes
me up in a sweaty panic and causes me to
start hyperventilating. Once, (okay, maybe
twice) I actually drove myself to the emergency room because I was convinced I was
having a heart attack. Call me a raging
hypochondriac, but I prefer overachiever.
So then I go to law school . . . (just the
thing an overachieving hypochondriac
needs).
I applied to law school because I
had always thought the law was interesting. That doesn’t make much for an essay
on an admissions application, but it was
the truth and it still is. For a long time I
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tried to figure out some philosophical way
to articulate that. I stopped when I realized
that the reason I was having such a hard
time was because that’s all there is to it –
sometimes you just like something and you
do it because it’s interesting. What I am
able to say with certainty is that I didn’t
come because I always dreamed of being a
hot shot lawyer who makes a million bucks
and drives around in a hooped-up BMW.
And I definitely wasn’t one of those people
who popped out of the womb with a gavel
in one hand and a copy of the Constitution
in the other. My first words weren’t “you
can’t handle the truth!” (said in a dramatic
Jack Nicholson baby voice). They were
probably something more like “Mom, I
have a poopy diaper.” My point is this:
people in law school take themselves
pretty serious, and rightly so. Law school,
just as Jo tells me about Pre-K, is pretty
serious business.
In the last edition of The Opinion
there was an article by a 1L on the last
page entitled “Career Spotlight: Dark
Valley . . . Not so Dark After All.” Aside
from the fact that the title of it sounds like
the latest installment in The Lord of the
Rings series, the article left me bothered
and confused. I’ve only been here one
semester, but the one thing I’ve noticed is
that law students seem to suffer from a
severe case of “The What” syndrome.
What kind of lawyer do I want to be?
What kind of firm do I want to work for?
What do I consider my “practice area”? . . .
and on and on. Sure, it’s great to think
about the future since, after all, we are in
law school because we hope to be lawyers
in the near future. However, worrying
about these things now is futile. My problem with the “Dark Valley” article is that it
makes it sound like suddenly one day,
while moping around in your dark valley,
the heavens will part, rays of light will
shine down on you, and you will race forward in super slow motion, arms outstretched, to embrace your destiny. It
would be cool if that actually happened
(especially the super slow motion part), but
it doesn’t. It would seem to me that we
would be more suited to make those
choices about what kind of law we want to
practice or what firm we want to work for

provision about numbers of people," he
says.
Such exchanges, Dubber says,
"make the Law School a more integrated,
global place, and make it more attractive
for potential students and faculty."
Newly emerging agreements with
law schools in Thailand and Korea,
Engel says, grew out of a recognition that
those universities were developing innovative master of laws programs. "We
decided that by forming partnerships
with them, it might provide another channel where both faculty members and students could learn and work together with
people in other countries," he says.
A program with Chiangmai University in northern Thailand has been
launched, and some UB Law faculty
have visited there. "In coming years, we
hope there will be opportunities for more
faculty and students to come here," Engel
says.
Now reaching final form is an agreement with Chungnam National University in Daejeon, Korea. It grew out of the
experience of UB Law graduate Dariush
Keyhani '01, who after graduation went
to teach intellectual property law there.
"Our partnership with them envisions that they would send students to
UB from their LL.M. program to our
LL.M. program, and it is also possible
that we could send UB Law students to
their law school," Engel says. — Originally written for UB Links, Oct. 2004

if we knew who we were first (outside the
realm of the legal world). Maybe it sounds
impossible to do this when you’re surrounded fifteen hours out of every day by
law books, law professors, law students
and the Career Service Office telling you
you need to get a job. Maybe finding out
who you are also sounds ridiculous and too
touchy-feely. And maybe it is, but I don’t
know how else you can figure out what
you want to do with your life if you don’t
even know who you are. This doesn’t
mean that you have to give up all worldly
possessions, move to Tibet, and become a
Buddhist monk. It doesn’t mean that you
should attempt to find some sort of trendy
inner peace by rearranging the furniture in
your bedroom or consuming massive quantities of green tea or doing yoga. All I’m
saying is that you should be honest with
yourself and do what makes you happy.
Pursue your interests. If you had to list the
three most interesting people in your life,
chances are they wouldn’t be three lawyers. That’s not to say that lawyers aren’t
interesting people, but the world would be
a pretty dull place if everyone got excited
about 12(b)(6) motions. In my experience,
interesting people usually have a wide
range of divergent interests, and the most
interesting thing about them is that they’re
genuinely happy. My suspicion is that law
students lose sight of this. We get so
caught up in obtaining the final goal that
we lose ourselves somewhere in the middle of it all.
The funny thing about little kids
is that they already know all of this.
They’re eager to find out the way the
world works and where and how they fit
into it. They only do the things they enjoy,
and they stay away from the things they
don’t. Sleeping in a bathtub or eating dinner with your sunglasses on may be extreme, but I think you get my gist. Everyone (including my neurotic overachieving
hypochondriac self!) is worried about getting good grades and finding a job one day.
But relax. Law school isn’t the end all, be
all of who you are. Life will not come to a
screeching halt if you admit out loud that
the first time you read The Bluebook you
weren’t moved to tears.
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Class Action set to perform at BPILP “Jazz Night”
By Robert Middlemiss ‘06

W

ell, things are
winding down
here at the law
school, as we
pack in the last week of classes
and all get ready to grind out another batch of finals. And since I
know everyone will appreciate it
if that’s the last time I use the “f”
word, I’m going to change the
topic and look ahead to the beginning of next semester.
Over the past week, everyone has seen all of the people
(and food and books) sitting at
tables in the lobby, hawking various things one last time before
we all take off for a well-earned
break. As some of you may have
noticed, one of those groups was
the Buffalo Public Interest Law
Program (BPILP). As everyone
knows, BPILP is the organization
responsible for providing grants
to enable a number of students to
work in areas of public interest
every summer, helping people do
everything from working for Legal Aid, helping people here in
town, to working with a variety

Graduate Leverage helps students
navigate loans
Continued from p. 1
A student seeking GL’s free consolidation counseling can fill out an
information sheet on their website.
This is the first step in what GL
calls a “Personalized Reservation
System” in which the company will
optimize the student’s loan consolidation strategy. This system allows
their specialists to pinpoint the most
opportune time for consolidation
and provide options on when to act
on their recommendations. GL then
sits between the pre-screened list of
lenders and the student to mediate
attractive payment terms and interest rate incentives.
GL’s website is extremely
informative and helpful even to the
most skeptical student. In addition

of NGOs in Africa and Malaysia.
As people may also know,
they’ve been at their table offering tickets for the “Jazz Night”
that’s scheduled for Friday
February 11th, from 8 to 11 pm
at the Pearl Street Brewery and
Grill. Tickets are $10 in advance and $12 at the door.
Why should you buy one?

1) It serves a good cause.
As noted above, the money will
go towards helping law students
take unpaid public interest positions over the summer.
2) It’s a good deal! $10
will get you your first drink, food
for the evening, and
some good music.
3) It will give
you a chance to thank
some of your professors for all the “A”s
they gave you,
whether this semester,
in the past, or in the
future! The band,
“Class Action,” is
mostly professors;
just about everyone
will have had at least
one of them for something by the time
they’re done here at
the law school,
whether it’s Errol

to the “Personalized Reservation
System”, the “Education and Action
Center” link offers debt management and consolidation tutorials
which include “Student Loan Consolidation 101”, “Class of 2005
Webcast”, and “8 Misleading Tactics Marketed by Student Loan Consolidators”.
GL’s website is http://
www.graduateleverage.com. Students who seek more information
about the Student Bar Association’s
sponsored presentation can contact
Andrew Solomon at
asolomon@mba2004.hbs.edu or
1.888.350.8488. Contact information can also be found on the website.
Because of the huge success, the Student Bar Association is
looking to bring back representatives from Graduate Leverage during the spring semester. Until then
visit their website to learn more
about their program. This is a great
opportunity to learn the ropes and
think smart about student loans.

Meidinger (Have him for Property? Planning on taking Environmental Law?), Jim Gardner
(Will he be teaching your Con
Law class in the Spring? Are you
going to take Election Law?), Peter Pitegoff (Legal Profession and
Ethics? What about the Living
Wage field placement?), or one of
the others.
So, I hope to see you all at
the Jazz Night. Remember … It’s
where the “Action” is at!

BPILP Auction
Buffalo Public Interest Law Program

10th Annual Auction
Friday, February 25, 2005
7-11pm
Rich Renaissance Niagara Atrium

Silent & Live Auction—Top Shelf
Open Bar—Gourmet Hors D’oeuvres

Student Admission: $25
General Admission: $35

School Snow Closings?

Dial 716-645-NEWS

Is
your career worth

$20?
Join the
American Bar Association
Law Student Division

Save the date…

Barristers Ball

Well, there are several reasons:

April 16, 2005

ABA Law Student Membership may
be the best career investment you’ll
ever make.

Hosted by the Student Bar Association

Call 1-800-285-ABA1 to learn why.
www.abanet.org
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In a perfect world the library would never close
By Jenny Mills ‘06

I

magine it if you will. A perfect world in which law students were able to wander
the stacks of the law library
day and night, twenty four hours
a day, seven days a week. Come
now, I know some of you have
imagined it. I know who you are.
I see you here seven days a week,
early in the mornings, late at
nights, always camped out in carrels or at computers. It’s ok
though. Don’t be embarrassed.
I’m one of you. Oh what a world
it would be my friends! The possibilities are endless. The carrels
could be converted into capsule
hotels. We could file ourselves
into our little capsule beds, 3 or 4
per carrel, to get a few hours of
sleep between study sessions. We
could put sleeping bags in between the stacks and underneath
tables. We could build pillow
forts in the reading room!
Little coffee stands
could sprout up on the main staircase and in the conference rooms.
Vending machines could line the

far wall on the third floor. Hell,
we could even lobby for the
school to install newer, cleaner,
bigger bathrooms, replete with
shower facilities. The entire 6th
floor could
become a
gymnasium/
locker room/
sauna. Does
anyone ever
go up there
anyways?
We
could convert the Koren AV Center into a
state of the
art entertainment center
and hold bar
nights in the faculty lounge. And
hey, if there were any drunken
accidents, we could create a
clinic in which students get to
research the legal issues arising
from the particular circumstances
involved.

Law School Horoscopes
Imagine that you can hear a mosquito
buzzing around in the dark every time
you turn out the light to go to sleep. As
soon as you turn the light back on to
eliminate the pesky bug, it disappears.
When the light goes off again, the annoying pest returns. There's a bit of
mosquito energy in your life this month.
As much as you'd like to get rid of the
annoyance, your best strategy is to just
accept it as part of a semester studying
law.

Taurus
Symbol: The Bull
Dates: April 20 - May 20

dream to fruition. Let them never
shut the doors on us again! Michael Mann, SBA president for
life, get to work!
Library Hours for Finals
Mon-Fri, Dec. 6-Dec. 10
7:30 a.m. - 12:00 a.m.
Sat., Dec. 11
9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 12
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m.
Mon.-Fri., Dec. 13-17
7:30 a.m. - 12:00 a.m.
Sat., Dec. 18
9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 19
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m.
Mon.-Wed., Dec. 20-Dec. 22
7:30 a.m. - 12:00 a.m.
Thur., Dec. 23
7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

By Tracey Stephen ‘06 (Law Student Extraordinaire & Psychic)

Libra
Symbol: The Scales
Dates: Sept 23 - Oct 22nd

Aries
Symbol: The Ram
Dates: March 20 - April 19

How would we fund
this? Well, those of us who would
take advantage of such a swanky
library living lifestyle would certainly be saving an absurd
amount of
money on gas
and rent and all
that grownup
real world nonsense, so why
not raise student fees? Or
we could place
a hefty fee on
all those damn
undergrad print
jobs that constantly clog up
our printers. If
you want to
print up ten
copies of your bloody PowerPoint presentation for Organic
Chem, you had best be ready to
pay for it.
I say we lobby the Dean
and the Law School and lobby
them hard to bring this noble

awareness and finding a balance between the two perspectives.

Capricorn

Cancer
Symbol: The Crab
Dates: June 21 - July 22
Mysterious forces can draw you close to
someone else’s hidden problems, but if
you are paying attention you’ll be able
to prevent yourself from getting in over
your head. It may seem that with your
knowledge of torts and criminal law,
you have a quick and easy solution to
offer, but the illusion of this clarity is a
trick of the light. Settle back into your
studies, and try to feel at home at the
library.

It feels as if time has been slowing down
this semester for you. If important situations in your life have become sluggish,
it may seem that time has completely
stopped. The doldrums -- usually associated with finals -- have come to visit
you early this semester. Don't worry
about this lack of movement. Using the
time to fine tune your own thoughts will
pay off in the near future.

Scorpio
Symbol: The Scorpion, The Eagle, The
Grey Lizard
Dates: Oct 23 - Nov 21

Leo
Symbol: The Lion
Dates: July 23 - Aug 22

It is not going to be easy for you Bulls
this month to try to find the balance
point between your own plans and how
you need to react to what is happening
in the immediate environment. It is not
that you don’t trust your own judgment;
it’s just that it is now at odds with what
others may be asking you to do. Push
beyond this conflict and find the common ground where you can take appropriate action.

The noise level in your life kicks up
another notch this semester. You are
entering a buzzing hive of activity and
although all the comings and goings of
your fellow worker bees could be distracting, remember that you have your
own work to do. Start off slowly, but as
the pressures build and reach a threshold, you'll be buzzing along with the rest
of the hive.

Gemini

Virgo

Symbol: The Twins
Dates: May 20 - June 20

Symbol: The Virgin
Dates: Aug 23 - Sept 22

You've become so busy that your energy
may seem a little off kilter this month.
Try as you might, you can't quite put
your finger on the source of the problem. Actually, the more you look, the
more you realize that there may not even
be a problem at all. Still, you know that
something is wrong with the picture.
Don't push too hard and don't try to fix
what isn't broken. Your flexibility is
now your key to both law school and
legal success.

You are highly susceptible to the information planet, Mercury, which is vitalized this month by the light of the moon.
Normally, you can get overly focused on
narrow agendas. Now, however, you
have a chance to expand your vision.
This heightened awareness will allow
you to see yourself in new ways, especially with respect to your job, studies
and legal career.

Your heightened emotional sensitivity
can bring up lots of analytical thoughts.
You may feel as if you are sitting on a
pile of firecrackers with fuses leading in
so many directions that you cannot possibly control all the potential flashpoints. Rather than trying to prevent the
pile from exploding, why don't you just
get up and move somewhere less volatile. Your feelings about the past have
transformed, and now it's time to move
toward your future.

Sagittarius
Symbol: The Archer
Dates: Nov 22 - Dec 21
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Although things are going relatively
well, you still may feel on edge. You
want to move ahead but cannot determine the best way to proceed. Usually,
you like to pay attention to the bigger
picture, but now with Venus moving
into Virgo, you want to focus more on
the details. Narrowing your view, however, can make you nervous for you
think you might miss something. Feel
the insolvable nature of your current
dilemma. There's really no solution
other than increasing your self-

Symbol: The Goat
Dates: Dec 22 - Jan 19
You may feel somewhat cut off from
others this month, but it may be that you
are actually detached from yourself as
you feel the crux of the semester on
your shoulders. You may be worrying a
little too much about things that have
little basis in reality—but this may be a
good thing if they enrich your life. Take
cues from others, but don’t let them hold
you back from your own feelings.

Aquarius
Symbol: The Water Bearer
Dates: Jan 20 - Feb 18
Okay; it's time to get back to the work
of case briefing, writing thoughtful legal
analysis and networking, even if you'd
just as soon take the month off. You
have a powerful agenda that you would
like to see through, but it's probably not
going to happen. The intellectual traffic
jams up and your ideas may not make it
at all. Soften your stance. Find fun ways
to take the pressure off your presentation. And, instead of working on accomplishment, work on transformation.

Pisces
Symbol: The Fishes
Dates: Feb. 19- March 19
Sometimes you Fish can get lost in your
own inner world. Your imagination runs
wild (especially during long lectures on
tax and civil procedure) and it becomes
difficult for you to know what is tangible. Try not to make any decisions that
require rational analysis. Instead, focus
on the role that your imagination can
play as you create your own future.
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Guys and the Law:

What Law School Admissions Won’t Admit

By Lauren Cutuly ‘06

G

uys can teach you a
lot about the law, rendering an expensive
legal education entirely unnecessary. So, if you are
considering incurring school
debt, perhaps just sit in on a few
guys watching a football game,
drinking beer, or "studying" at the
library and this could save you a
lot of money.
The birth of my little
brother marked the beginning of
my "legal" education. Shortly
thereafter, I learned the framework of criminal law, specifically
such offenses as slander and defamation, petty larceny (Last
known origins of Barbie Crusier brother's room 11/25/85) abuse,
reckless endangerment i.e.: locking each other in closets, and of
course attempted murder
(occurring on a daily basis).
The rules of territorial
jurisdiction could also be learned
at an early age. Jurisdiction, or
the ability of the court to hear a
particular case, was important in
our home. Generally, our mom,
the "district judge" heard all the
complaints. As long as the complaints stayed with mom, we

were fairly certain that the penalty wouldn’t be so bad. But, if
the offense was beyond mom's
control, the case was reviewed by
the Supreme Court -- a.k.a. dad.
We learned the limits and tried to
make all offenses fall into the district court variety.
As I learned to navigate
this life of crime, I began to learn
the finer intricacies of law from
the boys in grade school. Meet
Chris. He taught me the most
about property. Chris generally
stole everything from my desk,
including the newest Crayola
Crayons - colors like sand, and
periwinkle that were clearly not
meant for grade school use.
Thus, Chris inspired my creation
of clever deterrent "desk traps"
including, but not limited to, lining the desk with Elmer's glue
and using rubber bands to make
break-ins more time consuming -such tactics that were eventually
employed for unwelcomed CCD
kids who came to our school on
the weekends for their classes.
Since Chris, other guys
have taken up the reigns of my
legal education. Although, none
could be so memorable as Chad

Killian. Not only did he reinforce the aforementioned criminal
laws he taught me the finer points
of torts. Chad was a rather large
kid and when I mean large, I
mean he was the size of three of
us grade schoolers in one. Chad,
the to-be-football star, taught us
that he was never fully responsible for his actions and likewise,
tort law most always leans away
from strict liability.
There were always
contributing factors which necessitated Chad beating up little Tom
Casey, and conditions which
made Chad look so justified in
doing so. Even I was scolded for
skinning my knee after running
from and being shoved by Chad.
Chad got away “scott” free while
I received two Mickey Mouse
Band-aides. This grave injustice
was probably the impetus for my
desire to cure AIDS, improve nation-wide healthcare, broker a
peace between the United States
and Iraq, and create legislation
against people who take more
than 7 items into the express
lanes.
Yet, as I realized my
football days were short lived -

my college days were marked by
more subtle lessons in Contracts.
For example, if a guy makes a
promise to help you study, make
sure that you're willing to go to
lunch, dinner, or church with him.
Dad always said, "there is no free
lunch" and certainly the cliché
holds some truth. Once I accepted
an invitation to "study" with a
friend about our philosophy class
and this turned into 3 hours at
Starbucks in which I consumed 10
dollars worth of lattes’, and didn't
open a book. In short, oral contracts can and will be enforced.
And while not all legal
lessons can be ascertained from
the individual common man, your
everyday man encounters will
cover at least the basics in Criminal law, property, torts and contracts. And surely your relationship "talks" will be fine preparation for the yearly oral argument
competitions.
So to all the boys who
ever annoyed me - thank you.
And to all the boys who annoy me
now – watch out! - Lauren Cutuly
is a 2L and can be reached at lcutuly@hotmail.com

The Docket
Who: Student Bar Association Meeting
When: Wednesday, December 1, 7:30 PM; O’Brian Hall, Room 10
Scoop: Ah, more student groups begging for more money, sounds like fun!
Who: Bowling for Finals—Sponsored by the SBA
When: Wednesday, Dec. 8, 8-11pm at Game Zone, 3860 Sheridan Drive
Scoop: Free drinking, bowling, dancing, and fun, last licks before final exams!
Who: “Murder in Tibet” with Professor French—Baldy Center Faculty Seminar Series
Info: Friday, December 3, 12:30-2:30pm, Faculty Lounge, 545 O’Brian Hall
Scoop: Lunch is available at noon
Who: “The Hidden Victims of Tort Reform: Women, Children and the Elderly” with Professor Finley
When: Wednesday, December 8 at 12:30-2:30pm, 545 O’Brian Hall
Scoop: Heard there is lunch available.
Who: Last Day of Classes!
When: Wednesday, December 8
Scoop: We can be excited for this day, but it only means that finals are a little bit closer.
Who: Last Day of Finals!
When: Thursday, December 23
Scoop: Hopefully you will all be back next semester to celebrate.
Who: “Jazz Night”—Sponsored by the Buffalo Public Interest Law Program (BPILP)
When: Friday, February 11, from 8-11pm at the Pearl Street Brewery and Grill (Pearl Street—Downtown Buffalo)
Scoop: Tickets are $10 in advance and $12 at the door, should be great to see professors who make fools of us during the week make fools
of themselves on the weekends.
Who: Buffalo Public Interest Law Program 10th Annual Auction
When: Friday, February 25, 2005, from 7-11pm at the Rich Renaissance Niagara Atrium
Scoop: Tickets are $25, well worth it after last year’s auction. What do you get with top shelf alcohol + the ability to bid on cool items?
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